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WHAT 

TRIFLING THOUGHTS 



O N 



SERIOUS SUBJECTSl 



My Lord, 

THOUGH perhaps it may carry with 
it fomewhat aa odd appearance to 

many in the world my making choice 

of fuch a fubjeft, as that of Matrimony, to 
entertain your Lordfliip with ;*— yet, when 
I refledt, that the better part of mankind, by 
which I would be underftood to mean, thoib 
of a more grave and thinking turn, may 
poffibly be different in their opinion. — I in- 
ftantly lofe all fear of cenfure on thait fcorc, 
and go on v/ith — as indeed • I have moft 
juftly termed them — my trifling thoughts 

B on 
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on the jfaul clog, £o heavil); Imposed cm Mf^ 
trimony, and the general difcouragement 
given to it^ anK)n^ all i^aaks and claiTes of 
people; — fubmitting the whole to your 
much more capable Judgment. I do not 
aim^ my Lord^ at gl?ing you any inJbrm^ 
tion.upon fubjefts, that no doubt have fre- 
quently been the objcfts of your retired re- 
fledlion: — but only to revive, to bring 
back, as it vrere, irifio your thou^taj —-the 
ill coafequences fuch caufes muft, — and in- 
deed have already produced ; and remiml 
you of the opportunity you now have of be- 
ing the happy inftrument of redreflipg tbem- 

I)E would be impef fifient io Me, as well 
as unncceflai:y, to trouble your J;.ordihip 
with a tedious- recouotitig. of the diffeceflt 
forms and ceremonies that have pr^vdiM ia 
different coantrie&.and n^ions: in rjefpecfe to^ 
this iniiitution^ as you, toy Lord, who arc 
much deeper read thaisr I can poffibly pro- 
teM to be, muft bci infinitely better acqu»n|t«- 
with them than 1 am* i flwll therefore only 
beg leave to make one obfervafion. — That it 
has been an inftitution encouraged and pro> 
moted to the greateft degree, by every wife 
2 ' people 
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fjeople and govtrnment, hlflory bath handed 
down to us an acciount of, — ^ las the bafis on 
which, their very being, both as a people 
and ftate, was founded. Since therefore, 
toy Lord, it appears from the moft antient 
^records left us of things — that this has al- 
ways betn made a grand objeft of attention, 
by all thofe men entruftied with the care and 
management of public affairs, in dates and 
kingdoms the moft fiouriihing, and in go« 
vcrnmciits the moft approved — Surely, my 
Lord, fo far from its being to be thought 
unworthy your confideration — it more im- 
mediately becorties your duty and conccrnj 
— cfpecially, as from the circumftanccs of 
the timfrS', partly from negleft ; — the term 
cannot be thought improper, when I fay, 
and partly from its beiwg generally difcoun- 
tenanccd ; — k fo partfcalarly calls out for af- 
fiftance from the minifterial hand of power. 
**-Tbe hurry of tbef time§, and the weigh- 
ty bufiiiefs of the war, may afford fome (hew 
ef etcufe for the miniftr y of late years, not 
attending fo cloftty to this moft matefral 
point, as undoubtedly it was their duty to have 
done ; but now, my Lord, n^ plea can be 
ailcdged ^ nothing can excufc the prefcnt ad- 
B 2 mini- 



( 4 ) 

minlftratlon, the not giving of it their moft 

fcrious attentive confideration. 

JThe difcontented fpirit of Europe is once 
again fettled into peace : all is quiet abroad^ 
all may be fo at homej but this, my Lord, 
can only be efFeded by convincing proofs io 
your Lordfhip, as well as in thofc other 
gentlemen, — who, together with you, have 
the HONOUR tp SERVE the puBi^ic, in the 
mod eminent pofts of confidence and truft — 
of a conftant and fleady attention, to not 
only the general but to each minute particu- 
lar, wherein the welfare of the kingdom is, 
* in any (hape, interefted or concerned, Thcfa 
proofs — unqueftionably certain it is, they arc 
cxpeded, it is not lefs fo, that they will be 
required — mufl: arife from an approved fe- 
ties of conduft, which muft manifeft, and 

carry along with it an affurance of not 

only an earncft defire, and real inteqt, but 
— an honeft endeavour and an unwearied ap- 
plication to remedy thofc evils, which una- 
voidably have arifen, and muft neceflarily al- 
ways be produced in a country, that has 
long been under the calamitous circumftance 
of war. . 

The 



► 



( 5 ) 

• The great machine of government in thk 
kingdom has fuffered mote than the com-* 
mon inconvenience and hurt incident to it,, 
from fuch an oppreifive weight, by as madx 
as the rapidnefs and expcnfive load of the 
late war has exceeded any other this nation 
has — 'till thcfe times — ibeen fubjcft to. It 
therefore, my Lord, becomes doubly a duty 
in thofe who have the direftion of it now, 
to employ their mofl ftudious thoughts, and 
diligent care to repair the injury it hath re- 
ceived. 

The mafter-fprings, or thofe principal 
jparts of the machine, that, — ^from the vio* 
lent motion the whole 'has been hurried 
on with-^— have been moved out of their pro- 
per order and place — have loft their clafti- 
city or power, or have been overftraincd by 
the rapidity of their movements, muft be a- 
new wound up, and have that force and 
ftrength given to them, that they may not 
be wcakned or dragged about, by the ine- 
qualities of the balance they are intended to 
regulate; and thofe lefler wheels that have 
flackned in their courfe for the want of being 
properly aded upouf or have quite ftood ftill 

from 
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firom tlm pRodigtovs preifure on that whole 
mocbadifin^ muft receive agtin thdr due de-« 
gre« of motion from the principal moving 
powers, thereby to bereftqred.toxhdir ne-« 
ceifaiy and.coK)p6rMing movements $ anidii 
this be doiie, uai^fseftch minute part be duly 
attended tQ in the general repair, greftt iocon- 
VfnleijcMt— tha' th^y .will not perhaps afFc<ft 
fo far 9$ tfh Q^caJSion a total Aop ^^ muft ne* 
ceflariJjf and frequently tpo,. \k feU. 

I imagme, my Lord, I (hall have no great 
difficulty in getting your Lordfliip to allow 
♦—that the increafe of a people is ^ pirjrtcjpal 
part,-^Bay, the main-fping of government 
itfelf; and that every weight fluivg upon 
that, te»d«ig in any d^ee to the le0en- 
ing of its- progrefs, J&- in the higb^ft in* 
ftaniG* alarming i and requkes the io^media'te 
attenfion of the kgiflaiiure to remove k. — 
"What efFeds it wouU produce," I have Kttle 
occafion to point out; — they are already feh : 
and if Ave carry our view on farther, the 
profpeSI grows ever the rtiore mehncboly. 

If your Lordfiiip be not already perfuad- 
ed of what I have advanced,-— 'tis but to beg 

of 
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erf* you to flep with me for t mdmetfi kilDthe 
dcmrttry, io cbiivln^e you o/ tht «ft*tH of wy 
ji&rtfeh;— Lifteii, liiy Lord, tofhcgetwrtl 
ety -^nd clamour throdgh the hrtid. *^ Is fiot 
the f^riher, — that firif, thUi principal . raOVftf 
of ttadfc,— -loud \n his cdmpraiht, that thd 
Hands of laboiif, are -r- by many, — too fev/ 
for his purpofc.— Hcaff But the manufactur- 
er,— does he not echo round the fame me- 
lancholy note; -~aitd has it not fallen^ m^ 
Lord, under your own knowledge and ci- 
pejfience, that this is a grievance heavily 
eompiained of, by almoIE every otheV trade 
and prof^fGon? — The feWer arc fKe.hihds;.. 
the higher will the price of labour rife, thc^ 
price of labour will determine that of the 
produces this, of courfc, muft regulate that 
of the market, which, if h^b, diftrfifies the 
poor. Why, my Lord, in fevcral. coun- 
ties, and Tome of them the mof! northern 
ones, where labour, it would be cxpeded^, 
(houid cov^^ at a more cafy rate — the . 
wages of a eommoa huibandman are»^ wkb; 
in the^ S^yt years, riien Ironi &% pooads 
aye^ar totwelve^, d^ubjedi my L(^d« 

This 
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• This being as upon my honoar, my 

Lord, I am well affurcd by gentlemen of 
property in thofe coonties, is, — — the real 

ftate of the cafe^ -how in the nature of 

things is it poffiblc but that all forts of 

provifions muft come dear! For, if the 

farmer is obliged, either from additional tax^ 
to pay his landlord higher rent — or if he Is 
under the neceflity of giving more wages for 
the working of his farm,— which is one and 
the fame thing, only a difference in themodeof 
cncreafing it — What muft — what can he do ? 
^ — He is fenfible his rent muft at all events be 
paid, and to do that, he muft make a profit out 
of his farm ;— why then, — as it happens now, 

my Lotd^- he raifcs the price of his com* 

modities, which occafions the cry of diftref^ 
that at prefcnt prevails through the country, 
— — This, my Lord, — as I conceive it — is 
one of the evils that fpring from that I have 
mentioned. 

But as another proof of what I have advan* 
ccd,— let but a poor wench, offer her fer- 
viccs to a family ; is there not common- 
ly, before the rherits of her fervitude, are 
at all entered upon, or enquired into — a pre- 
vious 
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vious queftion put ■ ■ ■ for thefc political 
(hifts, my Lord, arc not confined to any par- 
ticular quarter of the town, they extend them- 
felves — univcrfally, every where.— And is not 
fhc hcrfelf fenfible that being married is the 
Jure means to difqualify her for the place, — 
knowing it to be an objedtion in almoft eve- 
ry family, to the taking of a fcrvant. — And 
what is this, my Lord, but a general dif- 
countenance — at Icaft to this clafs of people, 
which I look upon to be no inconfide- 
rable one in the ftaicj ■ not in point 
of numbers only, but the being moft of them 
of that age, — — the moft ferviceable and 
ufeful. 

I am aware, my Lord, that it will be 

faid by fome that the exceptions made to 

married fervants, are from the extreme trou- 
ble and inconvenience they create in a fami- 
ly .—^ — and likewife as it divides their atten- 
tion, by the application it becomes neceflary 
far them to give to their own affairs. — That 
it prohibits not, thofc who are fingle, from 
marrying ; and that it is obfcrvable, fcr- 

vants, when they come to a certain time of 
life, and have by length - of fervice got toge- 
C ther 
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ther a Kttic fund of their own to fct out 
iipoti — do marry, and beconlc as ufeful fub- 
jeds to the (late, ~— by producing families 

for its fervice as ever they might have 

been. 

As to the firft part, ■ I willingly grants 
tny Lord, — that, undoubtedly, where a fct- 
vant ha^ a family of her own, -^ — her care 
and attention, which before were directed tt> 
one, are leffcned towards that, by being ap- 
plied to more objeds. So that of courfe> 

Ihe-^ in the capacity of a fervant be- 
comes lefs valuable. BeCdes, there ate 

other, many, I muft confefs " great 

inconveniences ^as a fervant— —attend- 
ing her being married. ■ But, however, 
it may anfwer the particular convenience of 
individuals — fervants remaining tingle j — 
ytt the ciFefl: is equally dangerous and de- 
flruftive to the ftate. 

As to any dire^i prohibitidti, — ^ — that ft 
certainly cannot be^ — but let me allc thefe 
gentlemen, whether, upon a ftrifl: confide- 
iation of the niatter, — they do not really and 
truly beKeve, that khas, is,, and wiil ftiU 

be 
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l>e— if not remedied^ — «- the means of keepr 
ing the m?jor part, nay^ three fourths of 
that chfs qf people from marrying^— from « 
codvi^jba within tbemfelv^s of its being the 
certaJD me^ns to put them out of the only 
way of life, they have any profpcft of gain- 
ing a maintenance by . ■ For, -^ generally 
<peaking''-^-*^thcfQ people are hands taken 

from the plough totally ignorant qf — 

as never having been bro^ht up to ^ny pro* 
fcflioh if-^r--aad, who, having once bcJttered 
their fitbatton by fcrviqc,— —rcompara^ively 
to them » a life erf" floth, eafc, indoicncei^ 
and luxury-~will never be brought back to 
the hard la£k of country 4aboi»r. 

As t<? the obftTvation, that whfn by 
many years iervicc, th^ have acquired a 
little ft€>ck of their gwn -»- they do naarry — 
granted— and then become as ufeful fiibje^ls 
to the ftate, &c. --^ 1 muft beg leave to difa- 
grce fomewliat in. For in the courfe of years 
they have been heaping together this inde* 
I pendent livelihood, which enables them at 
left to fettle «— has lapfed that time of life, 
which only could have rendered their mar- 
rying—a public advantage. For though, 
C 2 perhaps. 
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perhaps, by dint of uncommon pairts and 
care, they may be early m reaping the fruits 
of their induftry^-— yet, the fooneft date to 
fix that at, muft be, when the parties are 
moving towards their thirty -fifth, or forti- 
eth year*- an age, — I believe, no man, 
my Lord, virho was much anxious for the 
getting of an heir to his eftate. Would think 

of chufing a wife of-* However, if from 

an union of this kind a family fhouldfpring 
up, ' as is certainly very reaibnably to be 
expefted*—— might it not likewife be as rea- 
fonably fuppofed— that had the fame parties 
come together in the early part of their 
lives — their iflue would have been nume- 
rous.— -If this reafoning holds good, the great 
difadvantage afifing from the difcouritenan* 
cing of marriages an>ong fervants muft evi- 
dently appear.—- It is an opinion, my Lord, 
I am by no means bigotted to — quite the re- 
verfe.— It is a melancholy truth, I am uneafy 
at being obliged to give beh'cf and credit to* 
-—Should I have formed a wrong judgment 
upon the affair, I would with great plea- 
fure recant what I have faid— upon a fair 

convidion ^ that the cafe is not really in 

its event, as f have here ftated it. ' 

But, 
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But, my Lord, the more wc cbnfidcr 

it the more I fear wc (hall have grounds 

to think it juft. — — And what is worft of 
all, its ill confcqucnccs are not confin- 
ed to this alone. I t is fraught with hor- 
rid, fhocking cffcds—— dreadful miferablc 
evils. We {hall find it to be the very founda- 
tion of all that vice, and fccne of wicked 

debauchery, London is but too juftly 

termed the nurfery of— to the (hame of 
good order and government to the pro- 
verbial reproach of the kingdom.— —Whco 
the head is become fo diftempprcd, my Lord, 
the difcafc will foon fpread itfelf through- 
out the whole body.— —In this inftance, I 
am afraid it will be found to have done fo 
too much already. 

Thofe women that arc blefled with a 
fliare of pcrfonal advantages ■ and there 
be few, who having youth on their fide, 
but what poflefs fome in the eye of one man 

or other; but efpecially thofe,^ -^who 

have the allowed opinion of being goodlikc 

or handfome, ' no fooncr make they 

their appearance in the world, be it little or 
great-— —for I do not mean, my Lord, to 

confine 
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ijQD^ thft word to that fosfe onfyi io whfch 
probably^ may always have heard it ufe4 
ip...,,,^j)ut toexprcft by it* tbai circle^ ja 
wfhich jcvcry individual mx).v^s, whether it bq 
ixk high or low lifc^^--*— I lay, my Lord, iio 
^QH^r 19 a young girl arrived at that tiaie of 
liff» when ripeiMng beaaty begins to attract 
^od draw towards n the attention of the other 
{Gt^^^i^^^;^ but ihe is vimmcdiatcly beiet with 
i^alf^a foore of thofc iaape^i^iioeiH— i-I know 
co^ what to (crm.th^m-— — rUotSfers ■ ; '^ 
creatar£V who, in. an higher fphere of life, 

go by th^e noore ppHi« name jctf J^rts, 

a kind of amphibious animal^ fpmevvhat; 
between a gallant and a debauchee,-^-. — but 
fXOt haying wit> vivacity, and accompli(h* 
ments to reach the one ' - and the bei!\g, o£ 
much too delicate a conftitiition, and effe- 
minate a nature to become the other, .'jinks 

into! a kind of — — ^in itfclf infignificant 

mean between the twc>, — , — and affumes a 
right to impofe the mul<St of attention to its 
horrid impertinence, for the wear of an 
halndfbjme face the jpoflciTing of an ele- 
gant; figure or perfon,^ or whatever it be 

t(he fair one has — -^in this fenfe, — r-— the 
misfortune to be fingled cut for*--* — .My 

pity 
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pity and compaffion have oficntTmcs been fe 

taioved at obferviftg a young lady ^doing, 

as it wfefci pcnantis for hw beauty, by be* 
ing obliged to iiften to the impertinent con* 

vcfrfation— tt>ade iriore fo ^gcneraHy 

by the iubjci^ -r- — of one of tljcic 

wretches, whom (he has by every means 

poffible, tried to fliake from her inattch- 

tioir -leaving him- and, at hift, by 

words fo very dircd and plain, they could 
not mifs conveying her fentiments and di(^ 
like- — that it has been with great difficulty 
I have refrained from refenting her ill- 
ufage myfelf, by giving to the thing ' 
that corredlion—^ its coward infolence de- 
icrved. 

Thefe creatures whom I have abov^ 
my Lord, pronounced to be*— ^in tbem«- 
fclves — — . infigniftcant — — are in their ef- 
fects of very pernicious confequenoc : .-f-f--- 
Ibr the paiSons being raifed atid.ftiored np^ 
iroffi an outward a<5ling upon, ibythcfi: anif^ 
mails,— — ^wbo,— *-r-though from their ^wa 

difagrceaWenefs, as well alfo a« tbcm^ 

felves having iio further view, thap juft to 
catch the eye of public remark, — ^ reap 

? not 
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not the advantage of their work 5 ■ yet, 
from the enemy they have roufed within, 
they are the means of rendering the con- 
qoeft an eafy taik to hitn, who next attacks^ 
dcfigning to lay waftc the goodly fortrels. 

But to return to the fubjcd I was upon. 
—Though it is become a point of intereft 
among fervants to refrain from a lawful in- 
dulging of their paflions;*— yet this reftraint 
put upon a proper gratification of them does 
not by any means tend to fupprefs them — 
fo far otherwife — that from the univerfal and 
approved obfef vations upon — human nature, 
it will be found to give rather a new edge 

and power to them. They therefore not 

being allowed,— for the reafon I have given, 

, to move in that proper channel, it is 

for the good of fociety they fhould flow in, 
—arc turned into one,-— ruinous, and vio- 
lent in its courfe, which, like a torrent, bears 
down every thing before it overwhelm- 
ing all, with mifery and deftrudion. 

Hence comes, my Lord, that conftant fupply 
to thofe fwarms of poverty, infamy and dif- 
cafe, which at the clofe of every day buz 
forth from every quarter of the town. — — 

. The 
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The diligent and a6):ive magiftrate, to whom 
the cities of London and Weftminfter are 
much indebted for his uncommon^ vigilance 
and attention-— —^to each branch of the po»- 
fice, has, indeed, taken this under his con- 
iideration, and nfcd iall tbofe means the lavir 
empowered him to— -towards the remedy- 
ing of this public evil.-^— -But, what, tho' 
we read of a detachment of twelve coaches 
having thi$ morning been fent fully laden to 
Bridewell, ftill we (hall find no alteration in 
the evening t ■ ■ the main body, in appear^ 
ance, will "be much the fame— —not leflen- 

ed— -at leaft not vifibly fo. The 

parties at the general places of rendezvous, 

——tile Strand the Park Covent^ 

Garden — Drury-Lane— as ftrong as 
ever ; ■ ■ no centincls taken off, — and the 
littlef flyifig^-fcouts in every court and ^ley 
appear as ufud. 

But I am much to blarhej and humbly 
afk your pardon, my Lord, for this unfea- 
fohable merriment, on a fubje<ft fo fcrioos,^ 

and whatever light you view it in, one, 

fo fraught with ttjelancholy^ big fvirfi fo 

much wretched ncfs : one, my Lord,— 

D that 
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thai even the flighted refledion upon muKt 
raife in every breaft that is not yet fo cal«- 
lous and incrufted by the world, as to be quite 

deaf to the call of companion, thofe 

tender fentiments — ^ that commiferation 
•which afflidlion,*— -in this inftance, made 
more deep, more weighty, wore oppreflive, 
by its falling on that part of the fpecies, -*-^ 
foraged the tendercft of the kind, — whofc 
fofter natures were not framed to fight with 
difficulties, '■ ■ too delicately made to cope 
with hardships.— -I fay, my Lord, to fee a 
poor diftemper-eaten wretch, " one too, 
whom heaven ordained fhould find a refuge 
for its weaknefs and diflrefs, under man's 
proteftion,— befet,— * clofe-prcfTed — bore 
down by mifery, and misfortune'sJoad of ills> 

want, — "-hunger, cold,— -^contempt, 

difcafe, * ■• ■ » defpair, . . . Good God ! . my 
Lord, — —would not this awaken in every 
heart, that is not quite lofl to the feelings of 
a man^, not quite dead to the foft touches of 
pity and humanity, that coQipafiion Nfor its 
JufFerings, that defire to affifl and relieve its 
wretchedneifs, which want and ipifery fp 
movingly excite, — -t- which the diflrefs of 
the uijfQrtunate fo jufljy bav? a claim to. 

It 
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It may be objecftcd to me here, my term- 
ing it the diftrefs of the utifortunatc 5 -^ but, 

•^my Lord,*^-I think, though it m^y, in 

Tome (hape, be deemed an evil voluntarily 
incurred, yet,— — there is much to be faid 
why we (hould give it that (hare of pity, 
which is particularly due to the diftrefs^ of 
the unfortunate : — for, when we "confider 
the corrupt frailty of our nature ; ^— — the 
temptations we are on every fide befet with, 
and which' the beft ofus are, for the moft 
part, but too open and ready to give way 
to,— together with the conftant and power- 
ful folicitations, that on every occafion urge 
•us on t© the indulging of thofe natural paf- 
* lions which excite to a familiarity between 
the fexes; ^ — ~ one furely can allow fome- 
. what more, -^ one furely may relax a little 
of our feverity. 

For to fpeak from prefent experience and 
obfervation upon the manners of the age we 
live in, — — rather than in the ilyle of an 

antique Roman was a virtuous girl ^ 

which, perhaps, my Lord, you may think 

' is prefuming a litde too far — unfortunately 

' to attrad the attention of a vitious defigning 

D z man J 
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man $ and was he to ufe his wily tricks and 
artifices againft her, — ^ carry them on with 
fubtilty^ and the cloak of continued deceit, 
>■■ nay, and to put on ■ for the better 
cpncealing of his defign, — the very garb of 
fair fincerity itfelfj— would you be furpriz- 
ed> or rather, would you not be furprized 
was (he — unleflbned In diilimulation'8fcho0l, 
-— — and whofe honeft unfufpeftiog nature 
kd not to a diflruft of what k)ok'd and 
ipoke fo fair — — to elude the dangerous 
fnare ? *— A poet's fancy, who might perfo* 
hify thefe images^ waul4, perhaps, end the 
matter differently, -r- But, my Lord,, to con- 
.fidcr them in the light we have 4onfi;y— r^as 
qualities belonging to human naturCj and ac- 
tually poiTeflcd by individuals^-T-Kronamon and 
fatal experience will, I fear, tpo powerfully 
plead for my opinion j — . and though, my 
Lord, your refpeft for the virtue might not 
in that individual be quite fo high as before 
it had given way, yet, my Lord, would your 
anger, feverity, and refentment be raifed 

againft, or would not rather the fofter 

turn of pity move you to compaflionate the 
diftrefs of the unfortunate. ■ Anger, re- 
fentment, and feverity, fliould all of them be 

exercifcd^ 
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exerclfed; but up0& a diH^rent obj«^— <— the 
worker of this ruin --^*- this enemy to worth 
and goodnefs. 

I could fcarce prevail upon myfclf to bcr 
licvc* did rioteyery day furnifli^inc with 
fxcOx proofs of its being fo— that it were polr 
iiblc fpr one who wore the form of manhood 
•— f-rrto be fo fargwie,^-* — 'fofar bafdcnod ia 
the exteepie of vie^, ■ . ■ that, •*-—*- with a 
mtpd pexfed:ly calm and at eafe, he cou^ 
meet and behold, without the lead fiing,*-T- 
the Icaft reraorfe of confcience > •— but more, 
he would exult,-— would boaft,-—— would 
tripmph, — nay, would glory in the recount- 
ing of the number of obje<fts his arch villai- 
oy^ his coward treachery, i^^ reduced to 

beggary, — to want, to /hame, -—and la 

difeafe, to a life of wrctchcdqefs, ker^-r* 

perhaps, to eternal mxkry —^ hereafter. 

Thzi fuch charadlers, that Juc6 men da 

exirt, I need only to appeal to your Lord* 
(hip, ■ whofe juft obfervation, founded 

on experience of your own, — I am but too 
apprehenfive will confirm. — And now^ my 
Lofd^ does not your indignation rife? — Do 
yout jnot perceive within you a jcall to virtue ? 

— ^Somc- 
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r^i^i^-iuSomething that fccms to bid you aftfi 
in her defence ? ■ A nd feci you not an ho- 
ned warmth glow through every vein^ that 
ipurs you on to vindicate this infult upon 

your kind ? ^ Oh ! the depravity of man ! 

Alas ! -Where is that boaftcd excellence 

of thought ? ■ That glorious divinity of 
nature ? T hat exalted mind by which he 
was e'en wont to clime to heaven itfelf ? — 
Shame to the world — confufion to the race, 

iunk lower than brutality. — The 

great feducer of mankind is but fhallow in 
his prafticc now of wickedncfs and art. For 

man e'en man, outdoes him : he fports 

in vice; he wantons in diflimulation. The 
devil is himfelf abalh'd, and turns afide his 
face ;— — fa ixidcous doth vice appear when 
looked upph. — Blu(h,— blu{h ye fcnfelefs, 
— fliamclpfs crew- 

Since then, we find all the attempts, my 
Lord, made by the magiftrate I have fpoken 
of, to endeavour to check and remove 

this evil, have proved of no cfFedt 3 

we may reafonab)y conclude, that the difeafc 

hath taken fuch root, it is got above the 

reach of thofc common remedies, which the 
3 law 
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law prefcrlbes to be made ufe of in cafes of 
this kind, Rccourfe muft therefore be had 
to others more powerful — — I do not mean 
by that, my Lord,-— — fuch as arefevereiQ 
their operations,-^— ~but fuch,' my Lord, as 
may effed a radical cure, by gently mixing 
with the inward mafsof the blood and juices^ 
and by cleailfing and fweetning thofe,— g|^ 
a new turn to the conftitution. ~— A pre- 
fcription of this fort requires the coniidera« 
tion of the ilate's phyficians, it being above 
the power and reach of thofe who ad by 
their direi^iions only. 

Though Sir John Fielding has not fuc- 
ceeded in this inftance fo well as his fan* 
guine hopes for the public might perhaps 
have made him wi(h to have done, yet> I 
hope it will not prove a difcouragement to 
him, to the exerting of his diligent attention 
and adtive vigilance towards ufing the utmoft 
of bis power, to root out, — if poffible — a 
vice,— -*tbe moft unnatural and dangerous of 
any, and which there is but too much room 
to fufpeft and believe, gains daily among us. 
•— What a refledion is it upon a fociety 
pf men ?*^Upon a people living under order 

and 
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and golrernment,«^that there (hould be pub^ 
lie walks— nightly places of aflcmbling for a 
fet of wretches, who pra^ice at their meet« 
jDgs, a vke,-^ of all others the mft heaftly^ 
infamousj and unmanly ? — r One, ~ that the 
very bare mention o f ■ ■ ■ > ..is fhocking to ha- 
man natufe s one—that in its effeds tend to 
fiojefe than the very extirpating of the fpe* 
, cies. The law formerly decreed thofe who 
were proved guilty of this damnable fin to the 
flake;— but at that happy period of oar (Jon- 
ftitutlon, when our better ^natared refigroh 
moved us to lay afide all favage unnatu*^ 
ral torments, and cruel inhuman punifli- 
raents; this was taken into the general 
jplan of mercy and humanity, — tho' little 
has it to plead for the protedlion of either.—^ 
1 eould have wifhcd that this, this one alone 
had been exempted, thereby to have fct an 
additional mark of abhorrence upon it. 

As our law at prefent Hands in regard to 
this crinae, as I conceive it, if the aft be not 
ferformtdy it punifhcs not with death,—— 
whereas, in a cafe of this nature, I am apt 
to think, though I fubmit my opinion — the 
furcft way to deter is to look upon the intent 

as 
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as the deed"^. — Either the man is, or h x\oi 
guilty,— and iccofding to the fkdof broiighf^ 

ftands acquitted or condemned. ^Ndw, 

an attempt proved in this cafe (hews hint 
equally guilty, though indeed the a^ be not 
diredbly comifaitted : — for an attempt of this -<r 
fort can only be with one view to atfcomplifli ^ 
one wicked intent,— -^and that prompted by 
nothing but a premeditated, vitiotis, unna- 
tural difppfition, — it leaves not a power td 
euefs at its end, or what might have been 
the defign of the criminal t — nor has it thoie 
pleas to wdigh in its favotir with the cour^ 
—the frailty of man, — ^the fway of paffions; 

i^heat of temper, -and a thoufand othejr 

things, which in every other Cafe Would bfe 
corifidered in favour of the crimihal.— Ini 
ihort, the attempt proved— ^^no favourable 
tbnftrudliori cao be put upon it J wherea^i 
in other matters, providtd the horfe be not 
really ftollen, the houfe be not dftually broke 
open, the iiian be not ipfo faSlo murdered, 
the intent i§ only to be gueffcd at from ap- 
pearances, and it rcfts vvith the jury to form 

* By the foreft law, the will is reputed for the faft, fa 
that a man found hunting of a deer may be arrefied a» 
if he had taken it; 

E theif 
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ihcir judgment of tjj^ffppj the circuijj^an-: 
c^s projJ weed bcforp them; whjf b judgmcfti 
pan pp^y be g^•oal|(Je4 upon circmftfintiaj 
evidence, but in thjs, it \i upon ahfolutc^po^ 
fttive proof. I dp, th^wefprf! tfelflki niy Lprii/ 
f^n attempt of this kind, legally proved by 
witncflcs, which, ?is I have confidercd it, 
1$ the faSt itfclf, fhould be paniihed with 
d^atb. 

It is aflonifhing fp oiej fp qiuch as wo 
'^te told tbh vicS prevail^, that fo very fe^^ 
examples are made, and even thofe treated 
with a great degree of lenify,—- — .Bqt what 
(l)ould we fay, my Lord, were we to hcary 
;^-rwere we ourfelves to live in thofe Utfx^s^ 
when a wretch,— -noted fof- every villainy 
and vie? under heaven, -r-evpn this, r- moft 
curfed, — moft ini^moqs pf all,-^wcre vfc, 1 
fay, to fee the patent of nobility conferred on 
this many-headed monfter, this hydra of 
vice/— —were we to behold the fountain pf 
honour corrupted thus, abufeldi— ;yZjWit/thc 
i-c warding hand of virtuous merit be fo abo-^ 
minably impofed upoft, fo fliamefoUy mif-* 
guided as to be induced to (hed its hpnours 
on a wretch like this. — Still, ftilj, wc might 

hope the fame noble fpirit would exert 

itfclf 
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Jtfclf in this kingdonqi — the famp honeft in* 
Ifignafidii and abholrence that (hewed theniT 
flAvtS bt} 1 fiolikr tice^^Qon in fome other 
tOuWtrV, woufJ appear aniong us.— His very 
JjettSi difgtifted arid alfaamed, to ^e all di- 
ftiftAiott thus thrown down, 'twixt goocl 
j|n4 bad -^ — T^'twixt viC0 and virtue, — to fee 
tfeofe dlgttifics which the deferving hand of 
long afld trufty fefvice, in former times^ 
ffhni cddld reaph,-^ — -now fettled on the 
W6rft-j(bihdoried of the fpccies, — ^roufed 
py thoie gfencrous fec^^, which ftrike cadi 
liiarrfy hedrt, when tif tqc is treated with 
(icilrtempt and infolt, ^^ they publicly* re- 
fbftd to acknowledge df their order, fhh 
tdrtbfy dei'ili fct v^p, afr it were, in mockery 
df g6o^^ft.-**But ai ifcp (lory goe^, after ^ 
length of tirtire, fneaking contrivance gained 
hinS a ftat among them. I pray you, mark^ 

mf Ldrd, 'twfe by mere fteahh \ yet, 

>tfc<3^b fee Has a t6w:c in their debates,— the. 
pf }f flege ef f hfe coronet he wears ; — he is 
ihunnffcd,-flfelttfl!cd> l0a*hed, aMiorred by then 
-by all. ' ■ ^V ^ 



5i&wr^if-— ^excufc my abfardity, in fup.- 
P6fing WhatI Cpnfcfs^ to be an impoffibilityji. 
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fr-i^ouU Britain's K— r, my Lord, hj raih tifi 
)ia(ly council, \k mov^d to fucb an adt^*^ 
Jbp^/d that pure dream, whicb^ as it flow^ 
giv^ dignity to worth,-^c^nd ^dds t^^pe^ to 
virtAJc, —7 be at its fount, polluted tbus and 
i^ined? — Should that moft god-like ray of 
beammg majefty be dimn'd (hqs and fullied; 
r^ tQ think, my Lprd,— Gods ! •— U will npt 
bear the thought --— Oh, Cburcbilh JhouU 
fucb damn'd proftitution blacken this our 
agcu thcp might thy hpnpft l^flh be judged 
* fomev^hat more kindjy of ;r-4hen Pj^igbt tbjr 
^-^fq titUd-r-poem> be deemed as applicable 
tp the titnes. Tby manly generous l(atyjr 
as wholefonnely admipifteredi to (hame aQ4 
/cpurgc this mofi abhorred and beU^like vice* 
Wa? he too warm? tpo \!/arm he could not 
bf. )^ven GpD himfelf, fo i^qnk is tbis oC« 
fence in heaven's eye^ poured ddwn peculiar 
vengeapcc pn its practic^.rrBut fpft,-— left J 
diilurb. thy aibcsjrr-oh thpu, moft ctccW 
|e^t penius, ^his thenae vfill anrptiate anew 
|by dufti — make thee ftart up again with 
yital warmth from the clay-cold grave, to 
yipdifiate afreih th^ dignity of buipan kind, 
^depraved thuSj^-and far,— far npiore than 
^rutally dcbafed, -— jPc^cc to thy carthJaid 

bones^ 
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l^^esj -r- thou fripnd to human nature. — ^ 
^1 qui?t, reft, and undifturbed repofe dwd} 
cy-er round t;hy tomb :?— and if in future time 
fome travelling ftrapger (haU thjth^r hend his 

wandering fteps, there, let him give ^loe 

j)itying figh to gepius loft, — unwarily drawQ 
^n tp4pe'tl^c tool of fcrvile party — there Icf 
liim drop one mournful tear,-rlamenting>^r 
fratl humanity. 

But tQ return : -r- Thefc, my JL»ord, were 
|he points I purpofed taking the liberty to 
trouble your Lordfhip with my Trifling 
Thoughts upon:^r--r*and if it would not be 
greatly trcfpaffing upon your time,-- I fhould 
h^ leave juft to iketch a few of the out* 
lines.to you»af:cording to the plan that hasocr 
purred to me 5 and which| I think, when imr 
jprpye4 by that great (hare of underftamiing 
anfl parts your Lordfliip is fo generally allow^ 
ed to poffefs; — may probably pyovp th? 
peans tQ reqedy the^ great 9vi^s. . .^ 

No ^xiom in Euplid has^ I thinks morQr 
^niverfal and ready a0eut given to it^^-rthan 
fhis old maxim> r-* that the ftrength an4 
|^e| ofa ftate confift m the number of its 
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|^habiti|,nt8.«— Is it not then the moft impolt* 
tie and unwife ftep that evi^r caii be takei^ 
By government, — adopting, r— and m&tt fy, 
rr{)6ffifting in thdfe tAetfatts whith st^ d^- 
teGtly ct^fitraty tp it ;r-and yet is it npt gente«r 
rafiy allok6d,-:^and that too, ny Lord, frotti 
thiebelt^- — though mdt metancholy pr0of,«»>> 
expetleitce of (he evil, — fdcfa have been tht; 
eflRids the late HittUge h6t has prodnced^ 
r— Had the great man veho framed that hfll—- 
as common fanae reports — -— ' nicrely from 
i family vie\V J--*- had he, I fey, confined it 
hi Areh a mantier aj n|(gfatl|avip obi^^ed 4 
^ttfitflon 6f rank^ atid chrfles in the f)ate,^*«< 
ft vTdiild have a«f CtmptettHf ttifwered the 
fatptiEt ht armed at in the getting 6f it ^oi 
ititd a hvr, <— * and n,at have occai^ned qaite 
^ btS donf^dnpe^ as «ye have (^ md (ttf*- 
ftff ed fttita h;, as it wonid not then have ex^ 
lif ijddd itsr effffeAs ta the h?Kt order of pcflfc 
pIe.*?-.Itfot that I, by any naeans, my Lord, 
ffhii f6t fu&h a bill, -» m\y as att a£t <^<u'tA 
he contrive^. *- that wottld, I think, have 
been the lefler evil of the two. Dr. Halley, 
<- — ^ fhcragh he knew (i6t th? tfimmiflg po- 
!|fey6faffe:t<J>— yet he underftood the rea^ 
'ittttze^ of it in this fefpcd, foil s& y^iSlai thi» 
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iuthoir of the bill abpve.mentioned : and ht« 
ppinion was^-— liiat tbe growth apd ipcrea£b 
of noan jcind -— was not ftinted by any thing, 
fo much as by the curious di^cuky ■ ■ * > to 
jittle Was there a neccflity for the cnhandn|| 
of it-^- — ^people generally make in vcnturmg 
upon the ftate of marriage " and thcre^ 
fore it was hii^ iDpinion, and one^ I am fure^ 
your Lordfhip will readily join With hitn faij 
-r— nthat ceJiAaey ought to b« every way dif- 
fcouragcd by all \*ife govcmqitntSi— — and 
that Jthofe who hid nuQierous families of 
<^biUfen ihould be countenanced and encotf^ 
raged by good laws, — fuch as thc^W /r/«* 
ifberorumjyi the Romans^s — ^ among whom 
Dior^iis Halicarnqfus mentions an olfl law^ 
that obliged all perfons of age to marry. ^— ^ 
And the Papia Poppaa Lex to this piirpofe^ 
is fo well known, it would be upneccilary 
to fay more of it. 

As it Is univcrfally agreed, that the Mar- ' 
tlage Adl hath been of evil tendency,-— the! 
iirft ftep to be taken therefore in this cafe —^ 
i^ tp repeal that bill,— for where you intend 
to puih forward the growth of a trrce-~that 
bath been rather- checked and prevented in 

theh 
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die putting forth of its branches^ -—the rca^ 
dieft and furcft method — is, firft to rcmbvc 
what has obftrudted— by having been heapeci 
iipon, or gathered around it, — for by thefe 
means you will not only give it full rooni and 
liberty to fprcad and extend itfclf,— — but 
you will be able to get v^ith more eafe to 
water, earth, and ailift it, as different ob* 
caiions and feafons may require* 

This difficulty then, being removed, the 
method I would beg leave to propofe, my 
Lord, — — in order to encourage and pro- 
jnote the growth of matrimony, — -fliould be, 

by allotting to the poor fort -affixing cer-* 

tain bounds and marks to that teffn » of 
every parifh, a kind of dowry, that fhould 
be given with the wife upon every marriage. 
—Thefe dowries might arife from a tax le- 
viedi on all * batchelours, or widowers having 

no children, in the kingdom. This ta^ 

to 



* I thiflif it was in K. William's reign, for I quote 
Only from memory, there was a tax upon all marriages, 
widows, batchelors, &c. — The firft is Co contrary to the 
J^rincipleft I am argaing upon, I cannot hm be of opt* 
nion, tbat it wafs an ill-judged one-^hat ujpon widows 

was 



to be proportioned according {3 the fcveral 
ranks, cftates, incomes, and employments, 
Irorh the. age of eighteen to fixty, increafing 
4s .the perfons it is raifed upon advance in 
years, ^ ftill being unmarried. For example^ 
a minor,, who fhouldhave upon coming of 
age, an income of five hundred pounds per 

ann. he (hould pay -any fum that might 

iipon a general calculatiorf, — which J. (hall 
hot enter into here, — be fettled and agreed 

upon -we'll fay, for inftance, ten pounds' 

yearly at the age of twenty-one, increafc 

it five pounds ;^ if he be ftili a batchelor 

four years after that, let bis mul6l be 

twenty pounds per ann.— ten years after that 
double it,—- — and fo on in proportion.-—^ 
Now the fund arifing ffom this tax will not 
bnly ■ ' ' ■ as I ihia'gihe '^ '" ■ fetve afriply thd 



tirasi I thinkj piinifliihg iheni,— which of all others ii 

the moft cruel treatment for their misfortuncj not 

their fault. If it could poiTibly be proved a widow had 
fefufed to marry one of her own rank and condition^ 
flic might then indeed be jiidged to cotne properly with- 
in the intent of the a£t — but this would, I believe, fo 
/eldbm happen^ that a mighty inconfiderable additiort 

would arife from it to, the fund they niiight as well 

ihcrefore have been altogether exempted* 

'F jpufpoft 
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purpofc T would have it afligned to hiit 
it will furnifli fuffifcient rewards and pro-- 
miums, that might be given and beftowcdt 
among this ord«r of people, upon the prin^ 
eipfe of the/«j triumjlberorum. — — Thefd 
premiums, as welt as the dowries to be given 
at marriages, fliould be paid by the offi- 
cer appointed for the colledling and ap- 
plying properly this fund, ■ ■ who fliould 
take an oath, that he wiH not fuffcr it to be 
ctherwife made ufe of than for the intent 
deligned,. upQn his entering upon his em- 
ployment, and another upon his laying it 
down, that it has been appropriated Jokly ta 
that ufe, — at the producing of a certificate^, 
figjned by. the prieft of the parifli for thatpur- 
pofe, who ft)ould keep a regifter of what 
eertificates he may fign, and return it re- 
gularly to the bifliop's court. How far thefe 
^wo circumAanccs. would be thought tapro* 
mote and increafe marriages in the kingdom* 

1 fubmit entirely to your opinion, my 

Lord. 

You might, perhaps,, thrnfc it advifeable^ 
my Lord, to exempt the navy and army from 
being fubjcft ta this tax— I mean all under 

ih*2 
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ihe degree of x^mtmfliotted officer, ~.~^ 
.Ko* ifeal: I -c^o bf my mtans «gfc€ in, or 
ihtak fi^, what I ha^e bc^n con^dmtly 
toKJ—— though I wi& 0iy information majr 
have been WFong*«--^bat there ha$ been an 
InftaiH?© of a comixmnding c^€er having uf- 
cd the a-uthority of his coromtfTion to forbid 
his meii^ on pam of incurring his high dif- 
pleafiire, cnJciing uj>on that ftatc—^If this 
be truei •<— fuch an aanmaoly infolence in the 
£iney founded upon the ignoraiiee of th^ oi&er^ 
■is, I think, pt& e^cufc, and mmm 
exerpplary puni£hp5fint*. I own my fcnti*- 
tneiits are fo widely di^Swcflt in ishii affair— 
that were I of the f rofeflion, being married^ 
or the having of a family, would rather be 
a pcrfua£ve motive wiith me to give uppn aU 
occafions tbofe litde indulgences that might 
be (hewn in regard to duty- to this man, 
preferable to one who was fingjk?* 

I would likewife propofe^ my Lord, thaJt 
public buildings, — on fomewhat the £<\tn^ 
plan as the Foundling Hofpital in London*— 
fhould be ereftcd in each county. But then, 
my Lord, let it be remembered, ■ ■ >■■ . ■ that 
ihey are houfes intended for the relief of the 
F z poor 
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poor and the diftreffcd— — and as fucb, all 
magnificence and (hew are quite prepofterous* 
r-- — r What an abfurdity? what a contradic- 
tion is it to common fcnlfe P —that a child, 
who is reared up by the public hand of cha- 
rity, fhould be nurfed in a ftately manfion, 
mor^ fit for the habitation of a prince than 
that of dcferted orphans. The faying of fo- 
reigners upon this particular, though it 

fcems to have pleafed fome people who have 
thought it a compliment paid to the gencro- 
fity and humane difpofition of the inhabi- 
tants of this country, has— ^I own, — always 

ilruck me in a far different light ^I look 

upon it as rather pointing but our inconfift- 
pncy, and, indeed, I think' this is an inftance 
that affords too much grounds for affixing 
that charadler upon us. 

Proper perforis chofen by a free elecSion 

of the principal gentlemen pf the county: 

ihould be appointed as diredlors or'mafters 
over the children, with moderate falaries — 
yet fufficient, that they may make this em- 
ploy the fole objed of their thoughts. — The 
children ihould be brought up in the moft 
rough and hardy manner. Diligence and 

a ha- 
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I a habit of labour fliould be by every poflib!^ 
i means — encouraged and inftilled into them, 
I r-^ and all idle, lazy, tumours, meet with 

fevere and harih treatment, h- Thur indxi* 
j ilry, by cuftom, \yi\\ become fo woven- in 

with their difpofitions and nature, that* idle- 
I nefs and iloth will ever afterwards be ah un^- 

p^fmck, and an irkfome inconvenience to 

them. 

A certain number of tbefe might be ;^n- 
nually 'prenticed out at the exp^nce of the 

feveral hofpitals at the age of ten or 

twelve years old, for the te^m of tpn or 

fourteen years, ■ to the principal farmers 
of the county — ip the like manner as others 
may be to different trades and arts.i — — Ar- 
ticling only in the agreement or covenant 
rnade on the behalf of thofe defigned for the 
plough-r-that after fuch a term is clapred,T— 

we'll fay the ufual tin^e, feven years,— 

the lad (hall be entitled for the next three 
years to half the price that is ufually given 

in the neighbourhood for labour,-^ and 

for the remainder of his time four fifths *. 
By 

* Apprentices are bpund by their iqdeniure& n^C ta 
j^yiarry- during the lime of their apprenticefhipj now, at 

the 
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^y tbis the country would be coQlftt&tly fu{v 
pUed With hands for labour, and £x thf 
cukivadng o£ lU ^^-^^ which otherwife wooM 
iiock to the neighbonring tow^is and cities, 
t ? " < j ' a od by ovcrfiocking thofe^ be the meant 
of laifiag the price of the marker, and occa*- 
Cxm feareity and diihefs, which, I believe, 
upon examination^ will be found to be ia 
fome meafure the cafe at prefent. 

For the ercding of thefe public buildings, 
— money fliould be given by parliament — 
which laid out with ceconomy, — - under 
the infpeftion and management of proper 
aixd intelligent people, - — ^ fo that it might 

not come to be made a job of- ^ would, 

comparatively^ — -—amount to a very trifling 
fum. ■ '' ■ A few thoufand pounds will go a 
great way in the raifing of a plain homely 
edifice, merely intended for ufe and fcrvicCi 
1^— not ornament and (he w,^.^ — which, a$ 



the end of fevcn years, in the fcbeme mentioned above, 
|he apprentice ihould be r^leafed from that arcicle, and 
moreover, partake of the privileges maiden appren- 
ti<:e$ are entitled to, who by marrying are, ifjufafip^ 
frcc^jgd inajr ^ to their hulbaiMls. 

Ifaid 



t faid before, arc absolutely ridlcufous, ^d 
out of charadter here. After thefe buifdHigS 
:trc fitted up for the receivings of ehifdrtn— * 
fhey migbt be maintained' by tfte vofufltary 
fubfcf Iptions of the inhabifianK of thdfcirerat 
counties. — — KcgtrtarTteeounis of tfl^fccir 
taken m, krtd thofo 'prenticed oM-^dfm^ 
ney receivecJatrid expend^ — tfrbe gfveit 
at tfee dcrife'of every year, to thetoirf Lie^^ 
tenant^ of eaeb^ eoutity^ who ^titd ic\wse 
them to* tfhe Secrttf«y ci Sftjfcy Ihai they 
might be faid beford Parfiai»ettt eiefy fef^ 
fianr. No chiFdrerr of more tfi«n- Ihrte 
months oYd to be adtaittcri', atnd thoftr with^^- 
out any entjuirres, ^^ that m^fr, i* fow* 
meafiirc, maker it faiS of ites^ emF. 

To encourage marf?age^ amiong* fir^ante;' 
I would allow them the* benefit thcntion^i 
a-bove, in regard to portioning the wife, and 
alfo the fknrrc liberty allowtdf to eath^ iwiliftia- 

man, of fettling in any tDvm > -tRefe ad* 

vantages might, perhaps, dutbalalicft thepre- 
fent inconvenience and reftridion tfiris body 
6f people labour under, — ^inrefprcSrtd their 
marriages, to the great horr and detri- 
ment, of the nation;-^ • Btif; h*wisver, it 

ihould 
8 
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V 

fhould be but upon one certain con-fidcratiori 
they became entitled to thefe benefits : ^ 

that they married under fuch an age; ^ 

the man to be hot more than twenty-icveri 
or thisty ^ y-^ — i and the wonian's ^ge, not to 

exceed twenty-five > ' - after that^^^ — - they 

fhould ibifeit a}l title and pretence to thefe 
advantages^ To prevent all frauds :and im- 
pofitiQi^— ^-*-feryants claiming ^t their mar-* 
riages thefe benefits — f:o produce to the pried: 
* — ^ ccrtifipates of their age and fervice, — ^ 
whjch^ lifcesvifc — — ^.to prevent in the laft^ 
trick? aR{i ^ppftures^, — ;— fliould be on one 
fide—r-^cither man or woman,^ — ^— for three 
years aJt leaft as a domeftic fervant. -^ Upon 

the minifter> approving thefe, he (hall 

fign a paper, fetting forth their right and 
claim;.tq partake and ?njoy the benefits here 
propofed ibr thcm^ 

To reduce, in fome degree, and to bring 
within foffiie.kind of bounds thpfe abo- 
minable ;and raoft fpandalous outrages, w6 

fee fo continually committed ^even in the 

face;of open day, -i^- — againft all decency, 
njorality^ .and virtue, by the many public 
ftands.of proftitutes that daily ply about the 

feveraf 
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iiv^rai ftfcetsi alleys^ ?ov|rts, and moftfre- 
qucQ^d w4ks in^ gAd ground the towi^^ ^^ 
thie only rcq^cdy muflt be4q cdlleca them in- 
^ public % wi j^f-w-cxperience having con- 
i4f>ced i|^, ffom the, incalar es that have beea 
t*k(2iii,n other CQUOlrks,, i^rrr- France, Hol- 
land, Vqnioc, $cc. — ^ this i$ the only prppsr, 
and, indeed, fcafible plan j — appointing them 
ia.diff!preBt p^rt5 of thejowo, — with proper 
4]*ennaa to r^gulaf e arid fuperintend them. No 
woman belphging to any of thefe ftews to be 
fufFered to appear ibi the ftreets, after fuch 
an hour of the evening ■ varying it ac- 
cording to the different feafohs of the year, 
— on pain of heavy punifljment,— and as it 
would be rather top great a reftraint upon 
their natural right to liberty, to prohibit their 
going abroad during the time of day,.— cer- 
tain badges of diftindion fuch as, my 

Lord, were by the law of Athens direded to 
• — be wore by women of this ftamp* — might 
be affixed to their garments, — which would 
a<a as a fort of check upon their behaviour 
in public. Regulations (hould be made in 
regard to ill-healtf», &c. — ^andfuch as were 
pregnant. 

G . Children 
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Children born in thcfc places, to be coif* 
veyed within the month to the Foundling 
Hofpital, with a certificate from the duenna, 
of the houfe,— fpecify ing the day, month, 
&c. of Its birth, ^—togfethei: with the name 
of its parent, ^.n&that-^ — -the mother may 
•be defirons her child may goby. 

Thefe ruks and ftiethods would, I think, 
in a great degree, arifwer the purpofeS aim- 
ed at by them -would once again free 
niodefty and decency from thofe attacks, — 

that open violence, which fliame to the 

Jaws we every day Tee offered to them : 

'twould relieve huxiKclHjy from thofe thou- 

fand fhocks it now is*thuiy fubjecft to : 

— *twould preferve many a poor, defpond- 
jng, heavy-hearted wretch, — whom want 

and (hamc, ^.whomWretchednelfsand de- 

fpalr would plunge in endlefs ruin ^d pei*- 

dition : 'twould fave the lives ojf many 

poor beings^ vvho otherwife might be\forced 
out of the world, in the inftant of theif ap- 
pearing in it ; ■ and, laft of all, - 4^ 
*cwou!d, in a great meafure-^check — V^d 
perhaps put a ftop to the fpreading of tha^t^ 
-— the fource of many a more fatal difeafe*— 

And 



1 
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^nd which, ' « if it has not done it already, 



will, in a very fliort time, — — from the 
quick progrefs it moves on with at prcfent, 
•—totally corrupt, and degenerate the breed 

pf people in this ifland. 

* 

Thefe, my Lord, arc my fentimentsiipoa 
the fubjccls I have mentioned to you — The 
plan I have given you is but rough and rude- 
ly Iketched out — quite ill (hapen- but I 

pramifcd you no more, my Lord ; as in- 
lieed, to have done it, would have been quite 
iinneceflary with your Lordfhip. I fhall 
therefore malcje no apology for not having 
performed what at beft could have been but 
«n Idl^ as well as an ufelefs attempt* 

Thefe are, I think, my Lord,~T-— points 

worthy the confideration of every man ^ 

iwho has the welfare of his country really at 
heart ; and were thefe and fuch like madp 
the fubjeds of thoie mens thoughts, who— 
from their fituation in life, have it more parti- 
cularly in. their power,--rbeing, in a manner, 
called to ferve their coyntry ; — difcontents, 
-and the fadious noife of party difputes 
(5 ? wcjjhi 
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WDuldptcvail lef$ among us.— *-If, IflfteSd of 
the endeavours that have been made to dif- 
unite and divide the kingdom j — if, in(lea4 
of making thofe ill-judged- — ill-defigncd di» 
flindions, between men born at this r*- ^i^d 
men born at the other end of the ifland,— it 
had been the employment and ftudy of gen- 
tlemen to ad with unaniriilty,^-'^-— and to ufe* 
their honeft endeavours towards recovering 
the nation from the burden,. — ^and rid it of 
the tncorivenienccs it has become fubjcA tQ 
frbtp the continuance of the kte expenfive 
ijvar;— — we might then have flattered our* 
felves with fome degree of hbpe^ fropi the 
joiht^aififtanoe of all, we fhould hive beeft 
able to bear up againft that oppreffive load^ 
which every thinking man in the kingdoni 
is filled with fears and apprehenfions for the 
confequence of ^. 

And 



* Would thefe men, who ji6FeS to have great ho- 
nour, reverence and efteem for that glorious inftrument 
of our delivery. King William, prove it by their prac-^ 
|jc0 and (fdnduft, and in attending to his tnfiru£lions and 
audyice, we might ^hen be more inclined to bi^lieve theni 
•^nccre in their profcffion$.— In his jaft fpeecb to his Par- 

liament 
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IJincl whence have th^fe cohttfttidftftf-rsr 

Whence have «Jl thefc attempts tb rtiife ih^ 

fpirk of (edition amoii^ the pcopk tkkm 

Itheir Hie?— I own I was at a lofs to conteivc^ 

tiilchahce flinging me the other day into the 

company of one of thefe worthy patfiot- 

fpirited Anti^North-Britdins, who very can- 

ididly let the into the whole myftery, in the 

following dialogue. --—Why, Sir, do yoa 

not remember, fqme time ago-— that thetfe 

jvas a man, who was born in the Nt>rth, that 

gbtiat the head of theTreafury— WeHySir,- 

. — And he now, I Can a(fure yoa, dircfts.— 1» 

But pray, Sir, give me leave to afk you, '- — 



Ikttwit— I fliouW think ky^fnys he— as greftt tMeTtdg 
as could befal England, if I could obfervc y^ii as much 
incJincd to lay afidi thofe unhappy ^/^/ anitnofuies, 
which divide and weahfi yoO, as / arh difpofed to make 
all my fubje<fts fafe and «afy, iis to tfwy^— — . even the 
higheft offences commitlpd againft tne. Let itic 4ioniure you 
^o dijappoint t}ie hopes of youf enjemic«, by your unani^ 
mtty. I havejhrojn^ and will alwa\s JheWj how dcfirous 
I am to be the common father of my people. Do y:Uy 
\n like manner, iay ajide parties and divi/ions. Let there 
be M? other dlftin^iion heard of among us for the future j 
-but of tbyfe who are fur the ^rotefiant re/i^hn^ and U^c 
pre/ent eftatlifimcnty and of ihc/i who meampopijhprineey 
j^fid a French gijVernment* 

has 
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lias n9t that gentlem]an immenfe pofT^lTlons, 
ond do opt the chief .of them, nay^ in t 
manncc ^l of theoi/— lay in this (on them 
part of the kingdom P-^-A^d docs he not by 
that. Sir, -T- if a diftindion is to be inad^,— r 
i>ecome a real Engli(hm4n,-r— thQugh. he^id 
flot adually receive .his birth in that dirtri(5}: 
x>f the ifle, called England ?-r-Tbft %nifie5 
pot this pinch of fnuff, my fricnd-Tr-He was 
:born in North-Prit^in. — Well^ but is therp 
^ny material pofitive objejjlioo ,tq jthp man^ 
r— either as tfi private cbarafter,-~ pr pub- 
lic conduct ? liTay, do J not tell you be is a 
Scotchman, -r-his family is Scotph,. — r- his 
name is Scotch, — his tide is Scotch, — and 
what the devil more would you have ?-^ But 
I pray you, Sir, is «ot Scotland accounted a« 
part pf Great-Britain ?-^ Yes, but it became 
lb only by the Union. — V-Was not that aft, 
Sir, framed in England, ^r— pafled ^nd conr 
fented to by its Parliament, — did we not by 
that become as one people ? — And was it not 
thought a great advantage to iot^ p<arfies at 
that time? -r- Ay, but ^^ don't approve of jt 
now. ' ' ' Why, is not Scotland bound to ob- 
ferve ftridly the articles of that Bill ? ~«~ 
Bound, yes, moft certainly, and if they -r^ 

If, 
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Is not England too ?-— Bot Scotland' does ndk 
pay a hundredth part of the taxes that eve© 
this very-cfty of London docsr»T-What con- 
cluGoh do you driW ift-omihcnce ?— Why, 
that they have ho right ixi places- of profk 
and tfuft- — ^Fully fatisficd.vi^tliiiiy Informa- 
tion, I thanked my frfentl,^ndto6k my leave 
of him ; and as I walked 'horiie/ I,' In my 
turn, drew a conclofion, — that from tho 
opinion; and arguments of thefe gentlemen, 
there was no man in the kingdom '& proper 
for a Minifter of St^t'e-^as the Head Alder- 
man of the city of London; for, as that city, 
from its over-grown bulk and fize, 'contri- 
butes fo very largely to the national taxes, its 
aldermen are, certainly, from this manner 
of reafoning, — the beft entitled to; manage 
and direft the reins of govepment,' 

And, indeed, they, had once nearly af-* 
fumed this,— undoubtedly, — thetr privilege* 
But 'the K — gently declining theirs, — for 

the advice of his P the natural modefty 

and diffidence of the members of that corpo- 
ration, ' — made them decline thoughts of \% 
for \ht prefent\ — though there are not want- 
ing fome malevolent, ill-natured people in 

tfcd 



l^wiarlB, Ifrha icrvpae: RQt to fty,-;^--^^ 
k was with a degree ofji^km^js, which pfq* 
vailed fa fafyi-rr--^y wqqld not evea prp^ 
te£t: and cmmwiw^ thw ^h ofliaer^^ ifirkoi 
m^ vriUi iftfiilt ia the dif^bargt of the citys 
^y%^9i^^ pqnfiagratioiilhat happeix^df^Joae 
time zjj^i, xw?r the .Royal E?:chwge ; — : b«t 
this 13 ai) aqecd^te that fpeaks fo mqch ab* 
furdjty, ai>d, wj^hal* Jfeewa fijch a coptrar 
dit^kion to reafon and fenfe, — and,, of courfe,* 
ihcrefore,. on unlikeJ^ kind of eondo<fl for 
thofe gentlerocn to have ptirfued, --^ who ip 
their v/^ant hours from the cmplpy of their 
ihpps.aiid ware-houfes^ it is well kngwuji 
" " by tfce advices ajjnoft daily received of 
their frequent meetings and fittings>-r-apply 
with mofi^ modeft qffiduity and officmfmfs tp 
the welfafftapd dircSioa of the nation-^rc- 
tvarding thofe that do well, and in advifing 
thofe,~theirj2^/drz(?r judgment tells thejp— 
does ill 4 -9^ that I attribute it merely to the 
maligioiis turn of fome malevolent afoer- 
fcr. 

As to the poor people of the North — I pit^ 
them moft exceedingly.— 1 — 'Tis true, learn- 
ing, and, indeed, moft of the arts, feem to be 

taking 
8 
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taking up their refidence among them apace. 
■ But what will thaf avail ? How- 
ever, as the inhabitants of that fpot of the 
Ifland are generally allowed to pofftfsjbme 
(hare of fenfe and aciitenefs, I make no 
•doubt, as they find the curfe lights fo hea- 
vily on ibeir breeds blit they wiU ftrike out 
fomc means of obviating the misfortune, 
■ ajid I fliall not be furprized to hear of 
iheir big-hellied women flying pofl with as 
much expedition to kitten on this fide the 
Jweed-^zs cur young bot-uporit couples do— 
to get tied in a mofe on the other. 

But to be forious, my Lo^, ~ thefc idle 

ihifts — — thefe faSiious dilputes, that 

mean no real good to the country, and tend 
only to inflame the popular opinion, — which 
in a government like ours, is hut too ready 
to catch fire upon every occafion are ex- 
ceedingly ill-timed, as well as misjudged; 
and there is no honefl: good-man, who 
fincerely wiflied, and laboured for the pub- 
lic welfare, but what would ufe his utmofl: 
endeavours to quell and fupprefs fuch idkj 

jealous, narrow-minded fears, which 

originally iprqng from the bad hearts*-— of 
H ^ " iU- 
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jU.Iqtentioncd men. Not that, my Lord, I 
would be underftood to mean, I think every 
circum (lance that has fallen out withia 
thcfc two laft years, to have been totally fo. 
No, my Lord, Mr* W— -^'s affair was, in 
my humble judgment, ^—^ — a conftitutional 
point.— But whatever my poor opinion may 

be on that fubjeft, it is much too trifling 

to trouble your Lordfhip with, — — befides, 
the opinion of a majority of the H — — of 
C' has, in fome meafure, direded that 

of the nations : though, indeed, we are 

taught by letters and advertifements, that ap- 
pear every day in the public papers, to dif- 
pute the lawfulnefs of, and condemn the 

proceedings of P ^ but perhaps this is only 

a privilege annexed to thofe who have the ho- 
nour to be one of that moft refpedlablc body, 

'Till now I had always imagined, that 
what paffed in either H — -. — by a majority 

was confidered as the aft of that H ;• 

land that what went through both, and re- 
ceived the R !- aflent, became an aft of 

P-! — y^ which was then by all people tb be 
confidered ^s a law,^nd that arty perfon who 
Wafs {hcfl to write uppn that proceeding, and 

to 



to fay that it was an illegal, uncmftitutionat 
adt J ' that it was an infringemni upoii 
the liheriy of the fubje^, and opprejjtve in 
the higheft degree, Would be confidcred a^ 
(one^ railing and (lifring up fedition in the 
minds of his Majefty'S fubjeds, as one endca- 
Voiiriftg to excite ttaiterom infurrc<3:ioni 
againft his government, as one who difre-* 
garded and contemned the Iwws of his court- 
try. But here I find, a diftindtion is to bft 

made, In a private member of the com- 

munity, fuch aii infolent and feditious fpirit 
would be highly reproachable and infamous % 
but in a reprefentatlve of the people, it is 
the proper flyle for him to addrefs his con^^ 
itituents in. 

Thbugh' 1 bwft, had I the honour of fif- 
tiiig in the H— and was to give my vote 
• for a bill which fhould receive the aflent of 
the thtee eftates, artd afterwards Juch epi- 
thets fliould be affixed to it, but of doors ^ 
by men who voted differently upon the quef- 
tion,-— —I fliould not be inclined. to let the 
matter drop quite unnoticed.— For I think, 
if fuch condudl is criminal in a poor defpi- 

.cable fcrihblcr, who writes at random - 

H % merely 
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merely to gain his daily fulienance,— — — if is- 
abominably, — — infamoufly fo, in one, — 
called to his country'is fcrvice,'— -chofen ta 
confult and advifc.its intercft,— to be,. — as it 
were, — the guardian c^ its peace — the furety 

of its i£;^^—- the promoter of its general wel^ 
jare — For fuch a man to ftoop to the k)W^ 

Bafcy dirty tricks oi party ^ is mean znd^an^^ 

dalonsy beyond exprefSoa. 

, Would a man who- really had the welfare 
of his country at heart ? ■■ Would a man: 
who aded only from a patriot zeal^ which 
every honeft mind is moved by— that means- 
the public good ? —Would fuch a man, I 
fay, fubferibe himfclf the tool of fervile fac* 
lion -«— ^ proclaim himfelf as publicly diffen^ 
fious ? — —No,— hk conduft would be of a 
far different caft; •-— bis noble generous foul,. 
■ ■ guided by his never-failing prin- 
ciple, HIS country's good,--*— would ex-^ 
ert its honeft influence toward promoting and 
purfuing the beft of meafures : — and where 
his weU-meankg intentions might not fuc- 
ceed, " ' he would, with conjcioas inte- 
grity, quietly fubmit his opinion to what was 
become the general Voice> waiting for the 

event^r 
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event. — ! — If that proved his fears to ItiSTt 

been juft, he would then, » ^ as woul4 

become the /r»^patriot, — try to redreft the 
grievance in z parhamentary-v^^y^ — by mov-- 
ing for a repeal of the bill : -:— — on feting, 
forth its ill-confequences here / ■ -he might 

defcant to.give his arguments thfe gretitet 

force-s — ^on its being oppreflivc, iltcgal, iin*- 
conftitutronal 3 . ■ . ." but without tloot&, j--^— -. 
no good end can be propofecj by it| — it m^gr 
fervc to raifi feuds, jeftloufies, and dSfcon- 

tents, but is by no means a rsmcdy for 

the redrejing of them, unleft, Hke &n unffeil- 
fol phyfician, you eafe the patient of a flig&t 
indifpofition, he happens to be -fefeed with, 
by infiiding him with another more pun- 
gent and dangerous te his conjhitution. 

In ftiort^ my Lord,— — r-the misfortune is^ 
that in this land of liberty — for there are few 
human advantages but what carry with them 
fome allay, — we are all minifters, — we are 

all capable of advifing and direfting,^ and 

artful defigning men, pradifing upon this 

difpofition, — — purfue more fecurely • 

©nder the mafk of public pretences, — their 
ewn private interefts andviews. — Out upon't, 

what 
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i^-^^what fliamc it is — — that — that moji 
glorious namey that greateft •— ~ nobleft title, 
which can dignify humanity, — (hould thus 
be prostituted and abufed y ■ fo hackneyed 

is it too in thcfe vile purpofes, that 

thofe who really merit and deferv^e the name 
^«*-4>la(h that the world ihould call them/^- 
iw/j} — PATRIOT^— that found in former 
days would animate ■ But, my Lord, 1 

-am getting deep into a fubjed:, that it would 
.be quite fruitlefs as well as unnecefTary, to 
trouble your Lord(hip upon; I (hall there- 
.forc, my Lord, take my leave, begging your 
. pardon for the liberty I have alTumed, in 
troubling you with this letter, and to be- 
lieve me, 

My Lord, 

Your moll obedient, &c; 

J, Meanwe LL, 
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MY dear friend, and courteous reader, 
whoever thou art, of what age, fex, or 

condition foevcr thou becft of,— —whether 

young or old, male or female, — hand* 

fome or ugly > — in affluent or indigent circum- 
ftances,-^it matters not,«-*I{hall make no dif- 
tindlion or difference ;— now, that wc are got 
into a page by ourfelves, — free from the re- 
ftraint and awe of company, — I will, with- 
out refervc,— unbofom myielf to thee upon 
the fubjeft, I had near got deeply plunged 
into, — whilft I was talking to the great man, 
■ » ^ on the oppofite fide of my paper. 

The prefent fyftem of patriotifm is, I 

think, one of the higheft outrages that 

can be committed to goodnefs and morality, 

-^ and withal the greateft infult that 

can poflibly be offered or put upon any peo» 
pie or country. You hear a man, ■ ■ ■ be- 
caufe his idle, extravagant, infamous fchemes 
of vanity, ambition, and avarice are broke 
through, or interrupted — inftantly declare 
hirpfelf to be a patriot — a hver of bis coun^ 

try and to convince the world he is fin- 

'cerely fo; he immediately ^/^/g/^i every mea- 
fure of government j not that he has examin- 
ed 
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^i tn^found them to be Improper ones, and 
oibad tendency i — but, in fliort, z patriot is to 
oppoje. JFfc endeavoors alfo, by every means 
lie can, to diftrefs and perplex adminiftra- 
tion, — not that they are faulty in their 
condudl— — or that be thinks them fo, — but 
ji patriot muft always oppofe. He flings the 
gffairs of his country into as great diforder 

and.confufion as he is able^ . by raifing 

doubts — -difficulties — jealoufies — aniroofi- 
ties,— — fufpicions •- — r- and heart-burnings 
among the people — and to J^eep up his cha- 
ndler to the utmod *^ he aims at doing all 
the milchief poflible— — as the moft effeSlual 
fway- a patriot (an oppofe. By this, he hopes 
to create a fear and unealinefs in the mini- 
ftry,— —•who will ufe every method to buy 
him off— as be calls it^ — from the ferviceof 
his country— will offer to comply with what 
he originally aimed at ^ - ' ■ and add fome- 
thing more for the additional trouble he has 
heen at, by labouring for the good of the na-- 
tion. 

7« net tbiemon^ous, odious, deteftable? 
—Is it poffible to think of this with any det 
gree of patience ?-~-^Docs it not deferve the 

iiigh^ 
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ifer^A^bnand of infamy? — ^Thc very worftcf 
ire«meiit ?— — And yet what is more com- 
monly pradifcd? — i— What furprizcs rac 
moft is^ that this flale trick (hould fo often 
pafs. — Ift any other cafe or circumftance,— • 
the cheat would have been hooted at Idng-^ 
and long ago, but hi this — moft impor- 
tant one of all, — men feem to wilh to be de- 
ceived, — and clofe their eyes upon it, for the 
purpofe.— — For my part, I never hear the 
name applied to anyone but I inftantly enquire 
what it Fs they have taken from him,— -what 
it is he wants 5— or whether he has been re^ 
fufed arty thing t — for common experience-^ 
which is the beft guide in moft matters, has 
proved to me, — that thefc are the ftrongeft 
provocatives to patrtotrfm.*— Not that I am at 
all of the opinion fome people have imbibed, 
—that a man*s holding an employment un- 
^dcr the government is at all a neceflary con- 
fequence — — he muft become a creature of 
party, -— and forfeits every pretence of being 
thought to have the intereft of the kingdom 
-at heart.-^It adds, I think, rather to a man's 
charader, as ferving his country in a double 
capacity, — provkied he makes not his flace 
, the guide of hie principles and conduft : but 

1 his 
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his principles and condud in his place, the 
means to gain him honour^ credit^ and ap- 
plaufe from the world, 

» 

What a defpicable, miferable wretch, is 
one of thcfe modern patriots ! ■ Let him> 

in fome lonely hour, when for there arc 

times— —however clofcly a man may be 
attached to favourite fchemes of ambition 

and avarice other feels will prevail ; — let 

him> in thofe moments, examine and look into 
himfelf ; — let him then afk his own heart 
— ~ whether he is not adling upon the mofi 
infamous principles, that can guide the con- 
dudt of any man ? ■ Whether he has any 
other view or purpofe — than to further his 
own felfifli narrow-minded intents ? — 'Whe- 
ther all the clamour he makes of public 
good is but as a cloak to fucceed in them the 
better? — Whether his whole condufl: from 

firft to laft be not one continued fcene of 

hypocrify and deceit?— —The greateft pro- 
ftitution and conftantmockery of every thing 
that is commendable and virtuous ? — Laftly, 
whether— he would not, to gain the point he 
aims at, —peerage, — place, — or penfion — 
change inftantly his fyflem, and labour as 

affi. 
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affiduoufly on the other fide of the quef^ 
tion? 

And this is patriotiftn •- — Gods, it would 
make a thinking man run mad ■ that a 
wretch, who is the very bane of focicty — ^ 
a reproach to mankind — and a curfe to his 

country that fuch a bundle kX treacherous 

villainy fhould have affixed to it that mod 
god-like name oi patriot i ~— he, that like a 
true fond father of his country, is ever atten* 
tive to its welfare and advantage— makes that 
thefole and anxious ftudy of his thoughts — 
not lefs watchful in the guarding of, than 

in promoting the intereft of it the pro- 

tedlor of its conftitution j the aflcrter of the 
liberties, and the guardian of the rights of the 
people. Is of no f?i<5lion — knows no diftinc- 

tion of parties for in hh mind there can 

be but one which, however the particu- 
lars of may difagree about the means, yet 
have •all the fame view in purfuit, — the inte- 
reft of the common- weal.— He always — as 

is the duty of every good citizen to do ^^- 

endeavours to help and give all the 4ijfijianci 

poffible to government, not to invent 

weans to diftrefs and perplex it> If the 

I 2 mea-» 
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mcafpres purfued zrtfucb a& \it bpliefe^ to 
be contrary to the real intereft of his countiy, 
then he oppofes^ but 'tis with great roodera-r 
tion and propriety5 candid feafonirig and £siir 
argument. — — If the ixiiniftcrs or heads of 
an adminidration, are, in his opinion, dan* 
gerousmen; he oppofes them too, but it is 
upon the fame principle ■ not from pri^ 

vate views or difcontenfed pecviflihefs, — '* 

but frooi an honeft hve he bears his country. 
Such ijuas that noble worthy peer the late 
Ijord Lonfdale — fuch is good old Le Hunte 
hi whom I envy much our fiftcr ifle : — fuch 
may we hope will prove* 

The fpace I have left is large enough, and 
time, I trjft, will fill it up. 

Oppofition, fays Lord Bolingbroke, is novr 
tmdertaken by young men as an adventure. 
,♦— — How far he might be juft in his remark 
i^— J (hall leave thee to determine, my cour* 
teous reader. The light it appears to me in 
■ • ' is one the moft gloomy and melancho- 
}y. I often make it the fubjeft of my con- 

fideratipn and I fee nothing but what is 

horrid, and (hocks a man who has any feeU 

ing for thofe who may con^ after. •— The 

* 2 Other 
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<$ther evening, as I was fitting quietly at 
home» whether from what I had been read-* 

ing, 1 know not, but it took fuch 

pofleifion of my mind — that even after I had 
retired to my bed, — it dwelt fo much upoa 
-»-^nd agitated my thoughts to that degree^ 
— ' — I could not compofe inyfclf to reft for 

{fimc confiderable time 'till — ^ at laft, 

through very fatigue, I infcnfibly dropt into 
a flecp,— when I imagined myfelf to be in tho 
Park, taking — as I am very fond of doings 
whenever the weather and bufinefs Will per-<» 
mit — my evening walk. — I perceived, me«» 
thought, at fome diftance before me, a 
comely figure,-^— clad in a female habit,— i 
moving with great gracefulnefs and dignity 
towards where I was. — She had on a gar-* 
ment of the mod beautiful colour I had evec 
i^en : it hung loofely about her, but with 
great elegance and eafe, and was girt around 
with a zone of the fame, having at the end 
tafTcls of gold. — In her right hand (he held a 
fceptre, and in her left a cap, plain; and 
void of ornament. — Joy, mirth, and gaiety^ 
gambol'd all around her 3 good-humour and 
contentment ihone in her countenance, and 

when 
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when (he fpokc, you would have fworc it 
had been Harmony herfelf. 

As foon as flie came near to the place where 
Iftood, — methought (he ftopt, and addrcfTed 

me thus. 1 fee your aftoni(hment. Sir, 

and do not in truth much wonda: at it, 
■'■ for my appearance thus is uncommon, 
and is now merely on your account, ■ as 
I judge you, from the great concern you feel 

lor my intereft to be much my friend.-—* 

It feldom or never happens, though, 'tis 

true — I did appear about the middle of the 
la(V century J but the times grew fo vio- 
lent and hot, ^^and finding ambitious de- 

figning men ufed me only as the mafic to car- 
ry on their abominable praftices, — I foon 

fled from among them. About the latter 

end of that fame century — I did indeed (hew 
myfelf again, to redeem my favourite peo- 
ple, which, having accomplifhed, by a glo- 
rious revolution, I retired with perfeft 
cafe and content of mind : And, as I 

ticver make myfelf vifible to ihe eye of the 
world — but upon receiving fome perfonal at- 
tack or abufe, — I hope never to have occa- 
fion to appear in puhlic again, — — though I 

wi(h 
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wi(h ever to prefide over 9 and continue among 
you. My name is Liberty; my father, who 
was the genius of commonwealth, grew 
enamoured of Freedom; — (he liftencd to his 
honourable courtfliip — and bore him, me. 
They gave the care of my infancy to Wis- 
dom and Concord ; after that I was put 
under the diredion of Justice, who educat- 
ed me in the principles of my parents: ihc 
then delivered me over to the guidance of my 
own condud and difcretion, — enjoining mc 
ever to aflbciate with a fifterof her's, whom 
ihe termed Moderation,— —affuriog me, 
that as long as the connection and friendfhip 
fubfifled between us, I (bould flourifh and do 

well, but that if I fuffered any circum- 

fiance to feparate me from ber company, I 
fhould immediately fink, and be in the 
grcatefl danger of being totally loft : — — 
And, indeed, I have but too fenfibly felt and 
experienced that truth ;— for by not attend- 
ing to her advice in one of the inftances I 
have mentioned to you, I had like to have 
been utterly deftroyed for ever. 

I will now lead you, fays fhe, to the court 
I am fuppofcd chiefly to prefide over, IdAu- 

ence 
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cnce and govern. It (lands ih the weftcm 
part of the town 5 we fli^U reach it prcfcnt- 
ly. In that place, fays (he, I reft all my 
confidence and hopes of being maintained, 
w-vindicated,— and fupported.— If tbey Fail 
me, I am loft.'— In /^/wr times— *-much be- 
nefit hav6 1 received, nay, it is to tbem I owe 
my being in exiftence now. — But then, alas ! 
*^mcn were tnore ready to adtxhMifpeak^ — 
and in proportion as words have gathered 

ftrcngth the other, 1 fear, hath fallen 

ciflF, and weakened. 

As(hefaidthis,-^I perceived we were got to 
the place ftiehad fpoken of — whereupon, turn • 
ing mjrfelf towards her to receive rriy direc- 
tions, — (he made a motion to me to walk into 
the houfe.— As I entered, hearing a prodigious 
confufed noife, — I ftept back, with an intent 
to have retired, — imagining I had miftaken the 
door — but upon her bidding me ftill to go on, 
*— I went in, and having feated myfelf, began 
to look around me, to find out, if poflible, 
what was the occafion of thatimmenfe vio- 
lent din that had furprized me fo at firft. — 

One fet, I obferved, were crying out 

moft vehemently to hear a man,— whom I 

fooa 
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foon found from their manner, — they had 
BO kind of incrmation to liften to, — and on- 
ly toeant/ hy thai means, to prevail upon 
him fo fit quietly down, and fpeak none.— 
Another were got up into a corner, fnug by 
themfelves, ■ * • ■ and feemed to me to 
be talking over and fettling how things 
fhould be condudted.—— Others were look- 
ing arboot — in fearch for their acquaintance, 
*-*-and as they fucceeded in fpying them out, 
— — (hifted their places accordingly. 

All this while, there was a man difcourf- 
ing away moft audibly, indeed, — for, in or- 
der to gain attention by drowning^-: as he 

conceived he might bq able- the voices of 

the many, •« — - he did £q bellow> roar, and 
fcream, — 'twaS all to.no purpofe; — — 'the 
odds were too heavy for himi— they quite 
bore him down,- ' yet flill actuated by the 
true fpirit of patriotifn^, he perfifted, and 
went on. * - At laft, a reverend kind of a 
perfon, whom I obferved he had chiefly di- 
reded his difcourfe to, and who feemed 
to have great weight in the alTeiftbly, ■ 
pitying his fituation, — - arofc from his chair, 
alid fpeaking with the -voice §f autboriiiy,— 

K pro- 
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procured a tolerable degree, of filcnce for 
hirii. — The orator having gained brcatb, 
as well as attention, continued his ha- 
rangue 5 «—— -his arhi being moved, and ad- 
ed upon differently from all other. pendu- 
lums, — for, as they- — as well as all other bo- 
dies, are enlarged in every other dimenfion 
in prdportion to the degree of heat that is gi- 
ven them, — which occafions their vibra- 
tions to be^^i£;^r — his arm, which feemed 

to be the pendulum of his brain K:ontra- 

riwife—^— -jerked and vibrated quicker^ ac- 
cording to the degree of heat that prevailed, 
— and as that went off, and he grew cooler 
in his debate, its motion was more flow and 

deliberate. At length, I perceived he had 

completely filenced the houfe by the weight 
of his argutrients, which was manifcfted by 
a general yawn that crept quietly around the 
room ; — this, at firft, I was rather apprehen- 
five might difconcert and interrupt him. 
No- -bis patriotifm — was invincible, — not 
at leaft eafily to be {haken,— and be- 
ing blefled with that happy confidence in 
himfelf, — which the polite part of the vHrorld 

c^ll ajfurance,^ but the more vulgar, 

impudence^ he, with undaunted modeftyy 

talked on« • 

My 
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My fair conduSrefs obferving me equally 

affcftcd — by the force of his reafoning,- 

with the reft of the company, touched me 
upon the fhoiildcr, — and with a fmile upon 
her countenance, — ' — bid me take notice of 
a thing, ■ as flic called him, — on the 
oppoiite fide of the'houfe, that was bufily 
whifpering in the ear of a man who fat next 
him. — ^ He feemed to me to be one of thofc 

tribe of men who have always an im- 

tnenfc deal of bufinefs upon their handls, but 
yet, have never any thing to employ them, 
— He carried with him an air of great im- 
portance;-*^— -to confirm which, he fcarce 
ever remained a moment in any one place 
■ ' '>■ ' This inftant he was talking to. a man 
on a fubjedt— — you would judge by the fe- 
rious fettled countenance he put on, the very 
eflence or being of the kingdom abfolutely 

depended bn one fide ; the next — 

you would fee him on the other — ^ — re^ch- 

iDg over-' to fpeak to a man, three or 

foiir benches below him ; ■ and in a third 
he would be in clofe whifper with a man at 
the end of the houfe.-'-^That animal, fays 
fhe, would be thought to be my mo/t conjir 
^trabk advocate and friend, and that on bim 
K % refts 
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refts my great fupport and depcncbocc,*-*-'-^ 
He would have the world itD4^JK that be U 

chef de partly and that be b^s the ma*« 

nagernent, the advifin^,—— i^ld the di^ 

reding of every tl^'m^ that is donPt-^'r^-T^But^ 
indeed, no one ever yet did, or wilj. bring 
his own judgment fo far into .qwej^iga,-' — rr-' 
as even but to fuppofe, -^ tbat.bc has f^^^ 
fpirit or abilities tobecojne tbeons^rjirrorifhs* 
he has knowledge pr ggod-jfcflfc A)^£k«tF 
to do cither of the Qtbers.'^--«^In /hart^ ail I 
know of him is, th^; he's ihie, -Q®|H#ig of 
Pride, begot upon the bpdjof Ji^ippriiBfficx^ 
-— Folly nurfed. hitn;^ •r-^-— Igoor^ipcjp t^r 
tor'd him,- — and lojpudenfe injUrodw:f4 
him into the wprld. — T^'T\sJucbJuppQrtcrs 
9S thefe that go near to ruin ?ny intercft afl4 
caufe, and lofe thpfe privileges and rights 
which the hGueft efforts of ie;^/Zmeaniq^ rnf© 
have won and gained for me. 

Fully fatisficd in regard to thispcffonj— « 
i withdrew my eyes to one who had rifcn up 
to fpeak, and was dirc<Sing himfclf to tbft 
fame grave gentleman;— the other hM done 

before him. * All was hu(h y every 

bod^ was attention itfelf, -r— * and \ liftenedr 

to 
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to him' wkfc gr^at plcafure, for iii tf ath 

he fpofee meft eloquently 5 — his words were 
well chofw I Mi ^his peri(iKJs elegant, -^ 8ui4 
his arguments finely ranged j ■ ■■' but yet 
methought there was a coldnefs in his man- 
ncty'^^hjch fcemed as if in what he fpake 
iii$ be^d w^ more consulted than his hearts 
ij f il l twoed m^ round to expref? nay fenti- 
j9MM^)to my Um^\c frjend^ and alfo the fa« 
)t^(i&»(aii^ y^-^^^ thpt*-— • notwithftaodingp 
f..T-TT^|;fglt in licaring him fpeak, ->i— but. 
ibe^ gjUf^ng partly at what I was going tp 
■ikyi4)rti»c»ted mei by faying,— Aye, — but 
'dsihd ai^dns imd coo4iu!f^ of a man that are 
theWl tefts by which to JM<ige of his inward 
incliAttk^j and difpofitbn.-^ I pan not there- 
fore; but think it highly fortunate, that his 
have bien ever fucb, liot o^ly m a private 
memberpf the coaimnnityi, but alfo in the 
public chara^r he onpe appeared in, for hi« 
eountryV fcrvice j -»~- that the mdft fcru:^ 
puloufly fticc cannot poffibly cenfure, - — for, 
had hi b$m — — zsfime men are —^ — notori- 
oufiy infamous in the negleSl of his own duty^ 
jn th^ mojt important and ejfential points of 

his profeflion -i good gods ! wou^ld it not 

have furpri2;ed an4 aftoniflicd you then, to 

have 
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hare fccn a man iflue forth m the champion 

of JUSTICE, of LIBERTY, and of VIRTUE, 

whofc aSiions have aiSixcd to him ■■ the 
fublicjlamp of ignominious difgracc ? 

From the manner and tone of voice, in 

which fhe fpoke, ^ I was quite at a lofe 

tojudgeof what (be had been faying ; - ■ -I, 
therefore, fixed my eyes upon ^ her counte- 
nance, with a view to have gathdfedfrom 
thence her meaning, — — but fhe perceiving 

my intent, bid me obferve a perfon who 

was fitting upon the lowermofl: badch, atthe 
upper end of the boufe, '^'^o fiemed xx> be 
much infirm'd by difeafe. He is a man, 
fays (he, I have great rezfon to Jpeak well 
of, ■ for he hath often done fo of me 5 and 
in fgme parts of his life — — he has aSed 
well by me,- — and with refblution too-^- — 
though in order to rid me of one diforder^ 
he has fubjeftcdmc to another fo griev- 
ous and dcftruftive, that I much fear, 

if ever I fhall be able thoroughly to fhake it 
*>fF,!- — at lead not without great trouble and 

difficulties,- and poffibly not without a 

total break up of my conftiiution. ^-How* 

«vcr, 1 am willing to think^ that upon the 

wholc?^ 
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"whok, the man means me well,—-^— though 
I own, at times, — I have ftrange mifgivings: 
— as it has happened, that when I have been 
in mo/t wdLiit of his affiftance and help,— ^ 
I could not prevail upon him beartify to be- 
friend and fupport /»<?;— —and of latCy I 
have been fomewhat inclined to think him 
rather of the trimming fe(9:. — But, per- 
haps, this may have proceeded merely from 
my difpofition and temper, - — which arc ra- 
ther of a jealous and fufpicious nature. — — 
However, poor man, he is horridly decre- 
pit:* — The fpring of the year will foon come 

in and then, probably, he will get rid of 

his crutch. — It is a fad political inconve- 
nience.— —We'll leave him to his recovery, 
poor foul, — which will be fhortly brought 
about, I dare venture to pronounce — for *tis 
this part of the year that is his diftrefs. 

See you yonder tall figure, that Is ftanding 
as an humble fpedlator, and hearer of the 
debate.— That, fays (he, has made himfclf 
the moft bufy perfon in my caufe of any of 
his rank — but the manner he has aded in, 
— the ill-judged methods, and inconfiftent 
improper fteps — I ata loathM to term them 
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fb>--^ for I would witiingly bdkv'e K^ is nty 
Jirm fricod and wcU^wifber — * he hath made 
didce of-r-falling from hts dignity aiul rank, 
-v^wbiehb had it been maintained and weR 
kept up-rrv^^oiild baivjB gained fcfpc€t, — and 

added hbnoqr to our caufc ^ to pad the 

ftfdcts-rradd head t\i& factious cry of mohbip 
tiKnult, — Oh, it was meanly dond— and fa- 
voured more of outward fllcw and fem-*» 
blance — than of inward real prindpte and bo* 
nefly. — ^ I greatly fear my mifbegotten fifter 
hias thus mifguided him. — She hath much 
my (hape and form — and to eyes that loofc 
not deeply into things, — might pafs for me^ 
vithout fufpicion.— — She is younger than I 
am, and the manner of her being hrooghl 
into the world is fonoething particular* 

' My father — , who, as I told ypu beforci 
—was the genius of common^wealth, 
being much enfeebled ia conftitution,— and 
mouldering faft with age — Riot, who long 
hadlopk'd with luftful eyes on Freedom^^ 
yet comely, fair, and beautiful — ijfed every 
art that cunning could foggeft— to gratify his 
d^amnd intent. —^T was all in vain — hef 
noble nature was proof 'gainft every practice, 
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^ At length, in Tome unhappy hour,^— when 
-Ac had retired to lament alone in fcciet*^ 
•her much-Iov'd honckjrable lord's decayi 
and weep her wretched. haplefs fortune.— 
Riot, who was ever prowling near her 
home, came where (he was; Freedom 
inftantly endeavoured to avoid deftrudion by 
her flight — impoffible — he purfiicd, quickly 
o'ertookyiind dragg'd her back — and what 
artifice and craft could not obtain, force ibon 
ftccompliflbed. — This fatal z&. produced a 
child, whom Riot gave to Vanitv and 
OsTEN-TATioN to be nuTs'd. - — Malig- 
nity and Disorder — took careof itsedu* 
cation,—— and fince that (he hath ever made 
Fa^ction her c^»/?/j»/ cdmpanion.— — She 
is called Licentiousness, — - and this is 
her, whdm I much fear bath led aftray yoa 
man; — who, but for this cheat, might other- 
wife have been my friend.— -—It grieves me 
heavily. — Here, methought, flic paufed, and 
drooping down her head, fcemcd as one 

fixed in pcqfive mournful thought.— 7- Per- 
ceiving her to continue ftill, opprefled .with 
melancholy —I dcfired her we might with* 
draw— hoping, by removing her from the ob* 
jed: of her uneafinefs — flic might foon .again 
recover her wonted <5?rightUnefs and gaiety, 
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We had not gone far — before I obfervej 
Aer. countenance fuddcnly change >««-iAiid ht^ 
fore I could have time to recover my fur- 
prize,*— and enquire the reafon,— £he fetzed 
holdof R)y hand,**^and with more joy and 
Bftgemefs in her face than methought 1 had 
leeo exprcfe'd there before,— (he bad me fix 
my ^tention on a perfon who was moving 
-towards the place wc had joft left. — He wa» 
of a tall manly figure, -^ and tho*^ be firemed 
ibmewhat infimied by dileafe and illnefs, — f^ 
was yet graceful ami comely. — In his coun-^ 
«enance werepifhired — good-nature — fcnfe^ 
*> ' ■ j 'ahd affability.-— —tte wore below his 
]uieo^->*the rtobleft enfign of ftobility,*— «the 
nark of foyal honour^ Th^re, fajd ibc^ as 
lie p4fi«d by bs,^—- *-tbere goeth the man^-~ 
prhom of ail others— -^I the mod value and 
dhtm^ He runs il^t out into frothy^, vam and 
empty wordS|<^—-— like an exuberant tree that 
puts forth nought butufelefe brancb€s»*~— ^ 
bae iike a goodly one^ fpares t^oecefiaryi 
iSiootar ^^ yields an wholefcmic^ profitaUtt 
fi'iiit. ■■■' ' View liim in what character yoi> 
will/ib-^^^he h wholly aniiable, — ; — worthy 

ef eftefccQi> ■ and much ih^d to be be-« 

loved. In fmilk Uff he^s jud; and able, acr 

cive aiid (Mcere. In ^ivat^ life he's cpen^ 

z • generous,, 
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generous, friendly, and humane. His l)am^ 
ing and knowledge ve as cxtcnfivc as hb ge^ 
nerofity and goodnefs^ which can only be add- 
ed to by the obliging manner, and uriU- 

ing difpofition he fhews upon all occafions^^ 
of contributing to the eafe^ happtncfs, and 
content of every individual, fri ethers^ 'cJs 
moft common, that the titles and honours arc 
what gain regard and refped: to the man ; • — 
in bim 'tis the maA that creates an eftecm and 

veneration for, by reflcfting honour upon 

— — his mbtlity : and fo deep hath charity 
taken r<K>t in him, never was his ear ac- 
quainted with that diftrefs his benevolent 
. hand did not reach out relief unto.— — Step 

with me, faid flie,-: for a moment, ini6 

this time-fhaken manfion,— — and you (hall 
be convinced of his worth and goodnefs, frorai 
proof and example^ 

She led me then, methought, into t moft 
melancholy gloomy cell, ~ where chill and 
unhealthy damps hung around the walls, — 
and mifery and want feemed ■ as it wer e^ 
10 JJjew themf elves to wVw, -^-* proclaim- 
ing it the cave of deep~— .caiamitda^ afBic- 
tion.' ■ In a dark corner,— leamng on her 
knees, — was .the fad habitant of this mourn* 
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ful place,— with three poor hclplefs babes, 
w ho fmilcd in innocence, — and fondly 
clung around her. ' She^ with her hands 

upheld, — and eyes full fixed on heaven, — 
the tears of joy creeping adown her checks 
in the fmeared tracks, which thofe of mifery 
had traced ; In fervent prayer addrefled 

herfelf to God ^ — Returning grateful thanks 

for benefits beftowed, and timely fuccour 

fent; — and humbly begged bis blejjing might 

be flied on him^ by whofe humanity (he 

lived :•; — -pronouncing thep, with rapturous. 
delight, her benefaSiors name ; — the chil^ 
dren caught the welLknown pleafing found, 
and joining, with one voice they cchoed*-- 
Percy's name to heaven. 

I was fo moved and agitated with the fcene, 

that I awaked, to my no fmall grief 

and difappointment. — Fearing left it fhould, 

any part of it, flip my memory, — I in- 

ftantly arofc, and put it down upon papefi, 

•! — as thou hafl here read it, and if it 

pleafcth thee but one fiftieth part fo much in 
the perufing- of— as it did me in the dream- 
ing of it — > my jcnd will be abundantly an- 
fwered,— which was to add fomething to thy 
amufcment, — as well as to thy inftrudion^ 

And 
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And now, my dear friendly reader, 

1 have but one or two things more to fettle 
with thee, — and then I Ihall bid thee fare- 
wcl- — Fir ft, I am to beg, that thou wouldft 
not imagine envy, malice, or ill-nature have 

taken poffeffion of my pen. In that fup- 

pofition, ^by the word of an honeft man, 

for fuch I would willingly think— and be 
thought — I am — thou would'ft wrong me 
much. — No, in good truth — the chara^ers 

I have dreamt of fliould be confidered as 

piftures, that an idle painter, who having 

no, — if I may fo term it^-^cujiomary employ-* 
ment, — has daubed out, merely at random, 
to amufe, inJlruSt^ and entertain. — Now, was 
an immenfe deformed ugly fellow to come 
into his (hop, — view his performances,— and 
upon being told that one bore a juft refem-^ 

blance of himfelf, he was to fly out, 

fwear, — ;ftorm, — rave, — and abufe the poor 
artift for an infolent rogue, — in daring to de- 
lineate his features, would you not think 

him. ftrangely mad — in afting thus: — — fo 
here it would be equally fo.- — For. I declare 
I have not the honour of being perfonally ac- 
quainted with any gentleman .that either 

of thefe characters fuit,-^ — ^except thofe that 
have a name affixed to them y nor have I put 

to 
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tothem-^any titularjf mark-— inkial — ror 
ai>y tbifig:by way of diftinguifliipgi or hclp-t 
mg yoM 6ji to find out a refemWance toiiiy 
©rtd^**-TWeforc, if afty ftiould fay, — this 19 
9)ine, — rr.thjit is intended for me, — ^ and 
I am nficai^Uhere, ■■ ■ ■ -'all the anfsver fcaa 
poffiWyjoaaiQ is, •^~ y«/ CLj^'if t'IUJkeit*y'-^-b\jt% 
®uft beg^eiii to obferve, it is not I wha 
fc^nt pal: ^hft Ukeoefs ■ " bu t themfclvcs — - 
(BMT the World, 

And now, my dear kind reader, 1 beg 

ihec to pardon all tbeiocarredions thoa may 'ft 
have noticed,*— as many Aicb, no doubt, tboii 

wilt obferve, For in truth ^I have not 

<f rote from my bead, but from my heart. — » 
The /a^ ba& bccn^kly my guide, — and thd 
firft hath>*I fear, beei^ foo little confultedj-r^ 
Which, if not from any mtrinficakvalue in ic- 
ielf, may yet, at leaft, be thought to have me-^ 
j^itr-^ — from liB novelty: -^hui i truft to thy 
good-nature to cxcufe every thing. Adieus 
• My friend, many thanks* to thee for thy kind 
attention. Adieu— God blefs you.— Adicui 

_ F I N I S. : 
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